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Introduction

Global Initiative for Environment and ReconciliatioBER) in Partnership with CFOR are
supporting the process of healing and reconciliation through interactions among post
genocide generations in Rwanda. The aim of these interactions is to heal the past and
facilitate the future.

In the year2021, our program frused on the postenocide generation of youth affected by
the 1994 Genocide against the Tute&/ho were selected in collaboration with local
authorities. Theparticipants belonged ttamilies of survivorsand perpetratorsas well as
youth bornfrom rape during the genocide, anguth from historically marginalized groups.
The progranengaged local authorities, religious leadpddice,and the army.

Our initiatives reached 238 participantncluding98 women and 140 men, frdime districts
of BugeseraKicukiro, Gasabo, Ruhango and Rwamagavia participated in the interag
meeting. The plan was to work isix Districts unfortunately,we were not able to work in
Musanze due to improved measures to contain the sprea@WDC19; we plan to resume
our meeting in Musanze as soortlzes situatiorallows forit.

During the opening of these interactionbg Executive Director of GER explained the
purpose of the interactions which is to help youth discover and undetbs®inistory and
ongoing impatof the genocideand how they camake use of the available opportunities in
the country taggo beyond historyprevent future violenceand build a shared future.

AYou are the agents of change, with feul |l ho
good leadership, with political will of uniting and reconciling Rwandanse have policies



that do not discriminate, that give equal opportunities to Rwan@unswork together is
supportingand deepeninthe existing process of unity and recondiliat n . 0

AThe process of healing and reconcilinati on
there is a need to help young people from different backgro@asdeur program implies
(Dufashanyeh

The Representatives ofunity and reconciliation, in te districts where we operated
appreciated theollectivework of GER and CFOR supporing reconciliation activities in

their respective Diwbeenworkirsgn theKiGukiR® Diatmcdsinde F OR  h ¢
2016 They havecontributed tosignificant change improving relations among genocide
perpetrators and survivord heir currentfocuson theyouth isimportantsince it aligns with

the governmert griorities of engaginghe youthwho area large percentagef Rwandans o
said Andrew, theDirectorof Unity and Reconciliation in Kicukiro District.

Authorities particularly appreciated these initiatives ftire deep learning among
communities in their districts; thegxtended thanks tteaders of CFOR, Arlene and late
JeanClaude for their collaboraiin wi t h GER i n heal inmugttaltnd uni
about JeatClaude inthis time that | am giverFor some of you who do not know him, you

should know that JearClaude has helped the District of Bugesera. On behalf of Kicukiro

District, | thankhim as a teacher and mentor who trained our people to maintain unity,
reconciliation, love and peace. JC brought a new and innovative way of community healing

and conflict resolutioj® said Andrew He requestecé minute tohonourand pay tribute to
JeanClaudebefore startingheinteractve activities in Kicukiro District.

This report highlights the process of interactions in all five districts where we operated. You
will find details ofhow young peopleexpresed their emotions,opening upand sgaking
abouttheir feelings and thengoingeffects of the 1994 Genocide against the Tut&. hope

to showhow theseinteractions fostered healing and reconciliation process among the youth,
including Gsuccess stori@slessons learnt and the way forward with atdito be taken in the
following year of 2022.

The process of interactions

All interactions were facilitated by Innocent Musofdée methodologywe usedto facilitate
interactionsinvolved inviting participantsto speak about th®picsthey wanted talisauss
andwriting theseon the flipchart The youthbroughttopics of concern anduestions they
have about the history of Rwandacluding the 1994 Genocidehe currenteffects of the
genocide among therandthe challenges they face in the processinity andreconciliation
and to livethe concept ofNdi Umunyarwandad( 61 am Rwandano

Topics were discussed in small and large groups and participants shared the outcomes from
group discussions. Some of the youpered up, shaing painful testimoniesabou their
experiencewithin their families and communities.



1. Interactions in GahangaKicukiro ; on 17th September 2021

Participantsare very
eager to knowmore
about the history
Those born after the

that they do noknow
enough about what
causedpeople to Kkill
other people. One o
the perpetrators of the
genocide who livein
Kicukiro District
shared with  the
participants his
testimory andhow he was gerpetradr in the 1994 genocide against the Tutsi. He shared
with young people the history tifie genocide mainly irihe Gahanga Sectpwhere they are
living now.

The topics of unityreconciliationandthe role of familiesn sensitizingand preventing or
perpetuatinggenocideideologies and discrimination among the youth were discussed

small groups.The dscussiongocused onchallenges that some young people face in their
schools, familiesand in their communities. Their testimonies revededthe postgenocic
generation have their own wounds that need to be healed including the stigma and shame on
thepartof children who were borto genocide perpetrators.

Youth born togenocide perpetrators said that they have a stigma/doanviat their parents

have done fiWe f eel ashamed when we see survivaor
families that our parents have killecdh young persosaid. Another problerfor youth from

perpetrator familiess that theirparents are not willing to tell &mthe truth abut their role

during the 1994 genocide against the Tutsi, which makes children gréalsefy believing

that their parents were innocentawein prison for nothing.




On the other side, youth from survivors' families say that sointieeir parentspoint outthe
families of perpetrators who killed their relatives and advise them to avoid being associated
with thosefamiliesandchildren.

They decided to meet often and discussti#isechallenges togethheand toidentify others
facing the same chalhges Theyfelt determined thaheseproblemsarenot made tabopand
that they carbreak the silence around those stitjsed and sham& among them in their
respective communities. They appreciated the opportunity tretyjohaeet and discuss their
problems aimedat building a shared future

The youth pledged todo follow up activities in theircommunitiesand established team
leaders who will workogetherwi t h  GER&s community facilitato
and local authorities orderto support themplemenation ofthesepledges

2. Interactions in Nduba and RutungaGasabo District; on 8th October 2021
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Representative of the Nduba Sector appreciatetd F OR and GEROMelpingf f or t s
addresgheongoingeffectsof t he 1994 genocide against the
from their history. There is a urgentneed to reach owindlisten,in orderto relieve them

from this pain.

Mr. Jean Pierrésakwaya who isin charge of unity and reconciliation, in Gasabistiict
extendedhis gratitude to GER and CFORatrticularly for thdr unity and reconciliation
initiative for young peopleHe emphasized that it is the right and responsibility of the youth
to learn abouther ¢ o u n thistorydwaich in turn will enhance their awareness and give
them a deeper sense of understanding so thatriagyhelp facilitate the futurefor the
betterment of the country at large. Hdso appreciatedhe approachtaken, for its
effectivenesswhere thoséelonging to thdamilies of survivors and perpetrataee given

the oppotunity to meet, toreconcik and uniteasone.



The process of interactions

The prticipants suggested foéng on the process of unity and reconciliatidwstory of
colonialismandthe role of youthithege noci de as wjedrnkey imtlse hddfmg n d a 0 s
of thesewounds The interactions also looked parieventing genocigl, promotingorgiveness

among Rwandans amaistilling the conceptod Ndi Umunyar wandad

ClaudineVankurijeih We h av e dand recoreililation asia tvay of uniting familiefs
per petr at or sShealsodddeduwow kercolleague testified that He still paying
for his grandfather dedals.

Hakuzimana Diogendi |  awnky 4 years old duringhegenocideand despite my young age,

t h Sacaga courtsorderedme to pay for my grandfathérgleeds byrepaying forthe

properties b damagedo the survivors he offendedfdlt very hurtpaying forthesecrimesl

was completelyunaware af My group members adwd me tospeakto thes ur vi vor 6s
familiesand explain to therhow | had no role in my grandfathed s  cThaughehss was

very difficult to dobutld6 m g | a dhis kteptfoowark- today | am neighbourswith a

survivorts family, andwe live inpeacetogether 0

Christopher: Al wa s (edocide eumimgswhiah | remermaber hawh et i r
meetings wer held todesensitizepeopleinto kill ing the Tutsi. lalsokilled someone, but no

one in myneighbourhoodealized what | had donentil | confesedmy crimeat thedGacaca

Courtd and was sentenced to do civil work in prison for a period of 6 months. After my
punishment, | felt relieved and nowam a married man with 3 kid$heseinteractionswve

have hadhelped me a lot ithis healing journeyenhancingnot only a sense of control in

me but alsdinding peacein my h e a t have ®mow spoken truthfully to my children about

my role in the genocide.

Mukakora ClementineThe forums helped hepeak about her trauma for the first tiniel
waseightyears old wherhe genocide happened, we lived near army barracks where some of
my relatives wereregularly tortured. Duringthe genocide, my mother wasix months
pregnantand we fled to a clinito find safety| can never forget thawful day theclinic was
attacked by soldiers whihrew a grenade ia the clinicand then entered the clinic, killing
their victims with machetes and knivelsfortunately survived but my mother and other
siblings did not make butalive. | had my younger brother any back Hewas beheaded.



managed to escape, grew up and mayted it still painsme to carry a baby on my back
because of the trauma afehrthe genocide lefime with However,theinteractions we have
had today have given mesanse ofelief, which hasenabled me to tal&.Shealso spoke
about the problems that still trouble dr, including how she and other survivors of the
genocideaemainunaware of where their loved odeeadbodies were thrown

Uwabyeyi Annualite She shared whabuchedher themost fromher group discussions.
AnOne of t imeygmoapmhe was very young at the time of the genoteséified
that duringthe genocidehis motherfacilitated the killing of their neighbourand how the
@GacacaCourtsentencedib mother to prisonimpacting his life 0

Mupenzi fil lost my dad and wst of my siblingsn the genocideleavingmeandonly afew

of my family members ©Most of theparticipantsof arefrom families of survivorsmany of
who confess that forgiving people who did them wrong #ificult, but of benefit to both
the perpetrators and survivors bringingraat sense otlief from their pain

3. Interactions in Bugesera Districts; on 12th October 2021

The Head of Good Governance in Bugesera DistBetbatware Magellaspoke about how
much they valueghdr cooperation with GER and CFORIlI working together on thenity
and reconciliation journey. He saibdow the history of Rwandaboth duringand afterthe
colonial period and during the Republi@nd?2 led tothe genocide. Healso emphasiseithat
this is theperfect time for young people &peak about th history, he urged the youthto
work to createwarenesand understanding within their ov@ommunities

He advisedthe youth to have a positive and constructive mintiseardsRwanda. He added
that it was high timehat R w a n doiéted Bistorywasdiscusged and share so that wounds
can be healed He also called for cooperatidmetweensecuriyy and other governmental
organsto build a united Rwanda. He reminded the participantssiheltcooperation is what
has brought Rwanda to where it is today.

Herequested the young peoptepayattenton and learrfrom the living concepand valueof
O0Nd Umunya@wa nadnra 6 Rwkhe goath éverealso askedto take part in
establishing a frameworfor the trainingncluding suggesting topics they wanteditscuss



Topic suggestions by the youth

The mrticipants suggestefcusingon a number of different topics includinghe role of
youth inthe process of unity and reconciliation, the truth of the history of Rwanda and the
1994 Genocide against the Tutsi, forgiveness among Rwamadansll aghe role of social
media in disseminatqhn hate, ideologies, denial of the genocidend the 6 Nd i
UmunyarWwalhdam Rwandandé) value

Pauline Muhawenimana (Rweru Sect@e wasorninto a mixed family of Hutu and Tutsi
andin 1994 during thegenocic. fi ey ordered my father to kill my mother elsethey
would kill them both.My fatherfound he couldn't anslo kept movingone place to another in
our neighbourhoodvithout my mom so they wouldn't kill her in front of him. | was raised in
a foster home because my mother valsen for treatment.Being a p@rticipant in these
interactiors has been helpful fdooth of usas Ican nowalso help my mother in her journey
to recover from hewounds 0

Overall, the groupmade several different findings includimgw the genocide affected the
unity of Rwardansand howtelling the truth was the first step to healing. They also realized
and concluded that thers still an existence ofliscriminatoryideologies in some families.
The g r o ugvedaschingtheme wasthe openness of heart aritie truthfulness toheal
wounds.

Niyonzima:Wasborn in Ngoma but now liwein BugeserafiMy father wasa participantin
the 1994 Genocidandduringt h 8a céa ¢ a I avasorder®dio repayfor thedamages.
| faced many difficulties in my lifel, studiedbut had difficulty proceeding after my @vels.
My father was imprisonednd thefirst wound we sustained was poverlty family had to
paya lotof moneyfor the damagesaused by my father andl af us in the family cultivated
lands for people teurviveo

Ni y o n zfatheradéed, leaving him ashamed of whet father had done. He went on to

complete his vocational trainifgping tocontribuet o t he reconcililati on
feel a strong desire and responsibilitygiwe back to thes u r v i famdies @heough my

actions such as the prowmg free buildingusingtheskills| 6 ve . lbear nt

Authorities advised him to sedke trutha b o u t his father dremhisol e i n
relatives, because his father would not have been imprisonddmagng only properties.

One young personborn into a family osurvivorsspoke about how onlhreepeople in their

family survived the genocide anabplau@d the Unity and Reconciliation Prograifor

bringing peace intheir heart.fiYoung peopleshouldlearnhow to forgive and apologise as

some of them still haverounds While it may not be easy, the lesson | learned is that | can
take a step forward even i f my opponents don

Ntambara J. Claud@Nyamata sectyrwho had beewery involved in oudarge foruns now

thankedthe leaders fotheir efforts incalling theyouthto learn aboutheir history agpart ofa
neededpbrocess ofvoundhealing. He also spokeopenlyabouthisper sonallwdsi st or vy
one of the main perpetrators of thenocide here in Bugeseréhe genocide waglanned,

although | was not one of the organizers, | was one of those who participated in the genocide.

| was a police officer in the Kanzenze District 1990,whenwe began capturing and killing

some of the sgalleddb y i t s o &,thosevelhe ne thought worked with tiewvandan

Patriotic Front RPH. When we apturedsomeonewe beatthem up severely and killed



them In 1992, some sectors beganpersecute HutusTutsis began to be massacred at this
time and those involveth perpetating the violencagainst Tutsivere notpunished because
of the supporof theadministration at the time.

When theaircraft carryingthe former president was shot dovaeoplerushed to the scene

and started killing the Tutsi immediately. | was alseolved as a young persom the
genocide we committed for 1 month BugeseraWe killed almost everyone. The youth
force was therefore widely used in the massacre of Tutsis in Ntarama, Nyamata Catholic
Church we were youngand stronghence usdby the organisers faur power to kill. When

the RPF took over the country, we fled and went to Congo.

Later, | came back to tiewandaout of my own will The country welcomed me socamp

in Mutobo. | now live in Bugesera. The lessons taught in the casrp to forgive and
apologize. When | arrived in Bugesera, | met wite6 Ga ¢ a ¢ a, a Comomunity gustice
systemset upto try people involved in the genocide. | was convicted, impriscaediater
released. When they released me, | felt that thexe aneed to take a step forward and
apologize openly. My advice to the youth isusetheir strength and knowledge to contribute
to the country rather than havimigscriminatory and divisivenindsets and ideologi€sHe
apologizel to youth

Sarah fromthe National Unity and Reconciliation CounciNURC) startedher speectby
reminding the participants thahity andreconciliation is a journey andspacefor healing
wounds Unity andreconciliation is a practice wheRwandans believéhat they shar¢he
same values, culturattitudes, and behavioursmaking them believe that they share a
common and equal rightShe also spoke about hownemunicating with the wounded
involves talking aboutollective and persondistoiiesto facilitate the future.

Saah also reiterated how th@rinciples of unity and reconciliation focuson uniting

Rwandans who shammmon interestsncluding the need tfight againstgenocide and its
ideology. She added that the youth are the strength of the country andupaltethem to
uphold the values of unity and reconciliation

4. Integration in Ruhango district; 9th December 2021




The Ruhango Sector Administratextendedhis gratitudeto GER and CFOR for thegreat
support and requested them to continue working tegeth thiscommongoal of embracing
unity and reconciliation by healing the wourmisRwandans. H@raisedthe administration
of Rwanda andhe Ruhango Districfor their contribution to the Unity and Reconciliation
Movement. He said Ruhango is making dsker for organisationsto implement social
change.

Topics discussed

The mrticipants suggested focusing studyingthe history oftheir country; understanding
the concegof unity and reconciliatioas well as discussing the difficulties faced by bbth t
survivors and perpetrators of the genocide in their lives today. Semig®ss in Ruhango
still face violence in their communitieBerpetradrs alsoface difficulties to reintegrae in
societyonce theyfinish their prisorsentencesThe valus of dNdi Umunyarwanda emgalso
discussed

One of the elders who participatedtie interactions spokewith the youth about the history
of Rwanda. Heexplained howbefore colonialism Rwandans were united, living together,
socialsing and intermarrying anddw the arrival of colonists in Rwanda led to the division
of Rwandans into groups of the Hutu, Tutsnd the TwaThis wastheninstitutionalizedin

the form ofidentity cardswhich exacerbatedlivisions discriminationandviolencethat led

to the 1994enocide against the Tutsi.

He spoke of the strength of the Rwandan people wdgpite the tragedy of the 1994
Genocide and its existing effects among people, have been able to rebuild their unity and
reconcile. He called upon youth to follow and suppbet unity and reconciliation process

enhaning trust among the peoplpromoing respect, equalityand supporhg the process of
healingthewounds caused by the tragi cWhhagetgeaty Rwa
hope in the future of policgthal givestegual aghts andeqial t h e
opportunities to alits peopled he said.

The plenary discussions reflected the reasos why survivors of the 1994 genocide in
Ruhangowere finding it hard to recover frontheir wounds and traumaarticipants found
thatone of the reas@for this isthat people halittle opportunityto openly discuss the truth
of the tragedy of the genocid@thoughtheyalsofoundthatsuch interactionsierebeneficial
for enhaning processes diealing.




They alsosaid thatthere are still people witbackwardsmindses, urwilling to learn and
change.Somegenocide perpetratorsho wereconvicted duringt h &acataC o u rfleds 6
abroadandhawe not facedrial for their crimes

The group expressed how thei little spaceand oppadunity for people of Ruhango to
express their feelings and emotiots help themheal. They requestetb have more
interactionsheld for more people, especially yoger peopleto participatein and haven
depthtraining so that they can helpemselves as well aghers in their community.

A community facilitator fromRuhango District, Rutabana Damascene, shated own
experience of how these interactions have helped toarmunity. They appreciated GER

and CFOR for the great impacton enhancing unity and reconciliation in different
communities of Rwandaharingtheir experience and knowledge®fdi Umunyarwandéas

a feeling that unites Rwandanms,a spirit that makethem proud obeing Rwandancoming
together for the betterment of the country.
happy to work with other® improwe relations of all Rwandans.

The discussions in Ruhango ended by establistingll groupsto sustain interactions a&
community level. These groups witlave the responsibiliy to fight any acts ofviolence
against survivors especially during the commemoration pefiod.young people belonging
to Ruhango also pledged to establish a Unity aedodRciliation Club that will facilitate
interactions among themselves and in theal communities.

In his closing remark, the Executive Secretaryttoed Ruhango Sector said that heas

saddened by the people who still hadiscriminatory genocide idelogies and mindset,
despitethem being aware ofthe countr§ s past dind hisstoourry.respon
Rwandans, especially the youth, to facilitate the process of unity and reconciliation and fight
against discrimination and divisionisin all its form so that we mayacilitate a better

futureo

5. Interactions in Mwurire -Rwamagan; 2kt December 2021
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